Novel ozone-mediated cleavage of the benzhydryl protecting group from aziridinyl esters.
[reaction: see text]. N-Benzhydryl aziridines-2-carboxylates can be readily obtained from the catalytic asymmetric aziridination reaction from N-benzhydrylimines and ethyl diazoacetate. Cleavage of the benzhydryl group by hydrogenolysis leads to ring opening when R = aryl. Surprisingly, ozone will selectively oxidize the benhydryl group in these aziridines even when R is an aryl group. This allows for a new deprotection strategy for these aziridines whose generality is explored.